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would have been so plainly an act of prudence, when
Mailly's work was done, to have destroyed the original
cahiers with the damnatory evidence of his own and
Diderot's corrections, that the seizure of these documents
in his house, the following year, can only be explained by
Grimm's desire to get quietly away from Paris, when his
supreme end was obtained, without arousing suspicion by
destroying papers. It is probable that he was also under
the pleasant delusion common to most emigrants, that
the revolutionary fever was bound to spend itself soon;
and that, the old order restored, he would be able to
return to Paris later on, and put his house in order.

Things did not, as we know, follow this course: and
Grimm was never to see Paris again. When he heard
of the confiscation of all his belongings the following
year, at Dusseldorf, his protest against " this pillage "
proves his anxiety to disavow, in advance, all property
in the manuscript he wished to class amongst papers
" not belonging to him,57 placed in his hands by friends,

" Although for eighteen years," he wrote, " I had
been to every one's knowledge attached as the Minister
of a foreign state to the court of Louis XVL, one day
they descended upon my house, without any preliminary
formalities, removed the seals, and took possession of
everything, merely informing my servants (to this day
I know not upon whose authority nor in virtue of what
law) that I was proclaimed an emigrant. At the time I
was two hundred leagues distant from Paris. It did not
take them three weeks to empty my house. My furniture,
clothes, house and body linen, a library it liad taken me
my life to collect, my private correspondence, my manu-
scripts, a large number of papers placed in my hands
ty fri&nds, which did not belong to me, all was seized
and carried off I know not where, to be sold to the
highest bidder, or by secret arrangements made by those
who had prepared this disloyal pillage."

Notwithstanding this misadventure, luck put itself on
Grimm's side, and averted the exposure, which seemedript was written by Madame d iLpmay
